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CRAVEN COUNTY

HURRICANE EVACUATION PLAN

AUTHORITES

A. North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 166

B. Emergency Management Ordinance for Craven County

REFERENCES

A, North Carolina Disaster Relief and Assistance Plan (NCDREAP)
B. Craven County American National Red Cross Agreement, Craven

County Chapter

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

A. Purpose:
This plan has been developed to provide for an orderly and
coordinated evacuation to minimize the effects of hurricanes
on residents and visitors in Craven County. The plan provides
for alerting of selected officials, the evacuation of the public
from danger areas and designation of shelters for evacuees. it
also provides for re-entry into evacuated areas when the threat
to persons is ended.

B. Scope:
The Craven County Hurricane Evacuation Plan is limited in that
it is a single purpose contingency plan and, as such, cannot
exist by itself. This plan must be based upon and is a part of
an all encompassing local natural disaster plan which specifies
functional emergency responsiblities. This plan is a part of

the Craven County Disaster Relief and Assistance Plan.
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ORGANIZATION

A.

Hurricane evacuation involves areas under both County and

Municipal jurisdiction.

Control Group:

1. Mission - The Director of Emergency Services will exercise
overall direction and control of hurricane evacuation
operations including decisions to institute county wide
increase readiness conditions and such other actions deemed
necessary due to the situation.

2. The Director of Emergency Services will notify the Control
Group members (See Attachment 1) and the Support Group as to
the hurricane conditions and actions that have been or that
will be taken as the need arises. |Immediately upon a change
in the hurricane condition, each memeber of the Control Group
will be notified that the EOC has been activated.

3. Line of Succession - in the event that any of the members of
the Control Group are not available, each primary member will
be succeeded by alternates who will have the responsibility
and authority of the primary member. (See Attachment 1)

Support Group

1. Mission - To provide personnel and material resources for the
implementation of preplanned actions and actions as directed;
to provide direction to personnel engaged in operations; and
to provide information, data and recommendations to the Director
of Emergency Services,

2., Composition
a. County Finance Director
b. Sheriff
c. City Manager(s) ( New Bern & Havelock )

d. Director of Social Services

e, Superintendant of Schools ( County )

f. Director(s) of Public Works { New Bern & Havelock )
g. County Ta; Supervisor

h. President, County Firemen's Association



i, President, County Rescue Squad Association

j. State Highway Patrol ( District )

k. Red Cross Disaster Chairman

1, Military Liaison Officer

m. Supervisor, County Department of Transportation
3. Line of Succession

See Attachment # 1

D. The Director of Emergency Services and Assistant Director of

Emergency Services will be located in the Emergency Operating
Center (EOC) to facilitate coordination, In the event it becomes
necessary to move to an alternate EQC location, the new location
will be announced. The Control Group and Support Group will be

located in the EQC for coordination.

V. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS
The concept for hurricane evacuation in Craven County calls for:

A. Early alerting of officials and concerned agencies in the
entire county.

B. Overall direction and decision making by the Director with
the advice and authority of the Control Group.

€. lIncreased readiness actions taken progressively as the hurricane
approaches and as the threat of injury and damage increases.
See Attachemnt # 3

D. Evacuation of residents in mobile homes and residents and
visitors in threatened low lying areas upon decision of the
Director.

E. Movement of evacuees to designated and operating public shelters,
or out of Craven County and the threatened area., See Attachment # 2

F. Mass care for evacuees in predesignated shelters in accordance
with agreements. ( feeding, dry clothes, medical care, etc.)

G. Re-entry to evacuated areas when authorized by the Control Group.

H. As soon as feasible, & damage assessment report will be compiled
for the County and submitted to State Authorities.

l. Local Governments request State and/or Federal assistance, as

necessary, before or after a hurricane. (See NCDREAP, Annexes D,E,F,& G)
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Vi. WARNING AND ALERT SYSTEM

The system for dissemination of hurricane watches and warnings and
for notification of departmetns and populace that the evacuation

plan will be executed, is shown as a flow chart. (See Attachment #3)

VIl. INCREASED READINESS ACTION CHECKL!ST
( See Attachment 4-Checklist, and Attachmant 3-Condition/Action Flow Chart )
A. The following increased readiness conditions are established:

Condition 5 = Hurricane Season ( June 1 - November 30 )

Condition 4

Alert -~ Hurricane Advisory

Condition 3 - Hurricane Watch or approximately 48 hours
to forecasted landfall.
Condition 2 - Hurricane Warning or approximately 24 hours

to forecasted landfall
Condition 1 12 hours or less to forecased landfall

Condition 0 - Landfall

Re-entry - Threat removed or damage assessment alows

B. The director will declare the condition. The Support Group will

implement actions for each condition when announced.

(Note: In the eventuallity of a pre-season hurricane, it may
be necessary to first institute a condition of readiness
other than Condition 5, Under peculiar circumstances, it
may be necessary to skip a condition and go directly into
a more advanced condition. This means that all of the
actions required in the preceding conditions and those
required in the declared condition must be completed in

the available time.)

VIIl. EVACUATION AREAS, ROUTES, AND SHELTER LOCATIONS
( See Attachment #5)
A, General
t. Evacuation routes and designated shelters are as indicated

on Attachment #5.
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Residents will be advised of what structures should be
evacuated which will be recommended through the T.V./Radio
Stations. Areas that will be evacuated will be announced

by the Support Control Group.

Shelter

For the purposes of this plan, a shelter is defined as a
predesignated structure of sufficient strenyth to withstand
high winds, which is located in an area not subject to fiooding
or storm surge and which will safeguard a certain number of
evacuees. { See Attachment # 2 for shelters )

A limited number of cots and blankets will be supplied by the
Red Crosss/EMS for the aged and sick.

Evacuees will be responsible for bringing blankets, food for
small infants, and any special type of food that has been
prescribed by a physician and only presription drugs,

No animals will be allowed in the shelters excpt seeing eye dogs.
The County is responsible for providing shelter for all County
residents and visitors.

The decision for the shelters to be opened will be made by the

Director of Emergency Services.

Upon cancellation of all hurricane warnings and watches which

include Craven County and when no damage has been experienced,

the Director of Emergency Services will authorize re-entry to all

evacuated areas upon the recommendations of the Support Group.

BO
[
2.
3-
L,
5.
6.

RE~ENTRY

A.

B.

Damage Assessment

1.

Areas of concern for damage assessment teams and damage
assessment officer
a. Conditions of roads
(1) Washouts
(2) Large amounts of sand on roads
b. Water systems
(1) Ruptured pipes

(2) Cross-contamination with sewer system
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c. Buildings
(1) Does extent of damage create a physical hazard
(2) Ascertain location of owner (permanent or tourist resident)
d. Sewer systems
(1) Ruptured pipes
(2) Septic tanks overflowing
e. Power lines
(1) Down
(2) Areas where system still in tact
2. Resources to respond to above conditions
a. Local
(1) County and Municipal public works
(2) County public health
(3) Building inspectors
(4) Craven County Emergency Ordinance

(5) Power companies

1) Department of Human Resources
2) Natural Resources and Community Development
3) CAMA

4} See Annex H to Craven County DRAP

X. RESPONSIBILITIES

A. Llocal
1. Director - Overall direction as constituted in Paragraph
IV-8-1 '
2. Support Group - As shown in responsibility blotks on the
Increased Readiness Action Checklist (See Attachment 4)
3. Director Emergency Services
a. Serves as Officer in Charge
b. Coordinates actions of the Support Group and operations
involving local non-government organizations and operations
of forces from outside the County.

c. Operates the County EOC
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d. Furnishes situation reports through the Area Office
to the State EQC
e. Develops and conducts exercises to test and evaluate

this plan.

B. State and Federal Agencies
1. National Weather Service = Provides hurricane watches,
warnings, and related weather information
2, Commanding Officer, U.S. Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point,N.7,
a. Maintains liaison and coordinates actions with County EOC
3. State Highway Patrol
a. Operates State Warning Point and passes weather information
via Police Information Network ( PIN )
b. Responsible for traffic control on State Highway System
4, State Division of Emergency Management
a. Receives requests for assistance, coordinates States actions,
and arranges for assistance from Federal Agencies,
b. Area "C'' Emergency Management Coordinator
(1) Assists in coordination of evacuation efforts

(2) Assists in coordination of State Resources

COMMUN JCAT IONS

A.. Communications will be in accordance with Annex B, NCDREAP and
appropriate local plans,
B. The Sheriff will insure communications between the Highway Patrol

and his Deputies at the traffic control points.

PUBLIC INFORMATION

A. Information will be disseminated from the EOC by the Public

Information Officer or the Director to the public via the news

media and otherwise based upon decisions of the Control Group

to include the following:

1. Precautionary/preparatory measures recommended for the public.

2. Evacuation instructions and which shelters will be open and when.
3. Re-entry instructions
4

. Damage information
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B. Warnings to the public are disseminated by the news media
. (Radio, T.V., and Newspapers) from the National Weather
Service. Bulletins, advisories, and statements are received

directly and as provided through the warning system.

XIt1, EXERCISES

An exercise will conducted annually to test and evaluate this plan.

X1V. APPROVAL

Submitted By:

W%Wvu\

Henry P. Sermons, Director

Craven County Emergency Services Agency

This plan is approved by the undersigned:

, Chairman

Craven County Board of Commissioners
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SUPPLEMENT TO

CRAVEN COUNTY HURRICANE EVACUATION PLAN

Developed by the Craven County Emergency Services Agency in Conjunction with the
North Carolina Division of Emergency Management

Huxricane Safety Rules

Hurricane advisories will help you save vour life . . . but you must help,
Follow these safety rules during hurricana emergencies:

Enter each hurricane seawsn prepsred, Every June through November, recheck your supply of boards,
tools, batteries, nonperishable foods, and the other equipment you will need when a hurricane stikes
your town.

2. When you hear the first tropical storm or hurricane acwisory. listen for future messages; this will
prepare you for 3 hurricane emergency wel in advance of the issuance of watches and warmings.

3. When your ares is covered by 3 hurricane watch, continue normat activities, bu t stay tned to radio or
tefevision for alf National Weather Service advisories, Remamber, » hurricane watch means possible
danger within 24 hours; if tha danger msterializes, a hurricate warning will be issued. Meanwhile, keep
alert Janore rumors.

4. When your area receives a hurricane werni

Plan your time before the storm arrives and avoid the lascminute hurry which might leave you
marconed, or unpreparc:l

Keap calm untis e emerqency hos ended.

Leave dow-lying arvas thar may be swept by high tides or storm waves well in advarice of the hurricane,
It you plan to evacuate, evacuate carly

Leav: mobile homes for rore substantal snelter. They are particularly vulnerable ta overturning

i concrate footing. Howtver, even f tied down your mobile hame doas ot provide safe sheltes during
ahurricane.

Moor yaur hoat securely before the storm arnves, o evacuate it to a designated safe srea. When your
b0at is maored, leave it, and don't return once the wind and waves are up.

Board up windows or protect them with storm shutters or 1ane, Danger to small windows is mainly
from wind-driven debins, Larger windiows may be broken by wead pressure

Sucure autdoor elijects 1hat might e blown away or uprooted. Garbage cans, garden tools, toys, signs,
Darch furmture, and @ number of other harmiess items becoma missiles f destruction m hurricam.
winds. Anchor thern or stors them inside before the storm strikes.

Store drinking water in clean bathtubs, jugs, hottres, and €ocking utensils; your town’s water supply
may be contarninated by ffcoding or damaged by hurricane fHoods.

Check your battary-pewerce equioment, Your radia may be your anly link with the world during the
hurticane, and emergency cooking facilities, lights, and flashiights will be essential f urilitics are
interrupted,

Kinap your eur tueled. Service <rations.may be inaperable for several days after the storm sirikes, due o
flooding or interrupted electricat nnwer

Stey at home, if it is sturdy and on high ground; if it is not, move 10 a designated shelter, and stay
there until the storm is over,

Remain indoors during e nurricane. Travel is extremely dangerous when winds and tides are whipping
through yuur area,

Monitor the storm’s position thraugh Natianal Weather Service advisories,

BEWARE THE EYE OF THE HURRICANE

If the catm storm center passes directly overhead, there will be a lull in the wind lasting from 2 few
minutes to half an hour or more. Stay in 8 safe place unless emergancy repairs are absolutely necessary.
But semember, at the other side of the eye, the winds rise rapidly to hurricane force, and come from the
opposite direction.

5 'When the huragane his passed
Seek neressary medical care at Red Cross disaster statons or hospitals.

Stay out ol duaster areas. Lnless you are qualified 10 help, your presence might hamper first-aid and
rescug work.

Drwe carefully along debris-filled streets. Roads may be undermined and may collapse under the
weight of # car Slides long cuts are also a hazard

Avoid louse ar aangiing wires, and report them immediately 10 your power company ar the nearest
bow entorcemen t ot ficer.

Repott broken sewer or water mains to 1he water department,

Prevent fires. Lawered water oressure may make fire-fighting difficult,

Gheck re#rnerated tond for spoilage if power has been off during the storm.
Remember that hurricanes moving inland can couse severe Hooding, Stay away from river banks and
stzns g know their eleatin
Tornucloes spawned by huiricaii=s are among the storms’ worst k illers, When a hurricane approaches, listen
fo1 Wrnatlo watches and wamings, A tomado watch means tornadoes are expected 1o develop. A tornado
warning means a tormado has actually been sighted. When your area receives a tornado warning, seek inside

sheiter imimediately, preferably helow ground level. {f a tornado catches you outside, move away from its
path at aright angle. (f there is no time o escane lie flat in the nearest depression, such as a ditch or ravine.

Safe Boating Precautions

1. Heed and have respect tor National Weather Service warnings. Begin safe anchorage «ip betore storm

tide ariivos.
2. Trailer boats should be remived from the water and stored,

3. Ovutnfarca boats should inquire and plan a desirable and convenient ocation Tor safe anchorage or
follow Jocat boats o a safe anchorage ares.

Safe anchor rigging should Sonsist of new of good tie ropes, with extra length and at feast 3 0t 4 sub-
stantial anchors for the craf:.

5. I¥ possible, Loats should avchor in graups with bow lines individualy tied high to tree or piling on
mainfand, with loose rope for rising tide, and the sterns well anchored 10 hooks. Boats in the group
hould aiso be tied together at bows and sterns using protective bumpers of fenders between, Out.
side hoats of the group should be bridled off from stern to protect entire anchored group from angl-
ing a1 extreme movement due to wind and current {smaller boats in center of this type anchorage have
been known to fill with water, but eould not sink due 10 the cradle effect berween other boats),

6. Do rottie up parallel to bank, receding tides often beach or capsize boats in this type anchorage.

7. Be surg that a navigable passage at stern of secured boats is made gvailable for late arriving boats
seeking safe anchorage beyord the first boats anchored

8. Safe anchorage boats shoulc be tied high, using a naif hitch knot floop knots slip). Rope lengths should

be sufficiant 1o take care of excassiva high water,
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Craven County
Emergency Hurricane
Shelters
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. Bongert Elementary School

. Bridgeton Elementary School

. Brinson Memorial School

. F. R. Danyus School

. Farmlife Elementary School

. Ft. Barnwell Elementary School
. Graham A. Barden Elementary School
. H. J. McDonald Jr. High School
. Havelock Elementary School

. Havelock High School

. Havelock Middle School

. J.T. Barber School

. Jasper Elementary School

Emergency Hurricane Shelters
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. New Bern High School The printing of this document was financed in{part through a
. Oaks Road Elementary School grant provided by the North Carolina Coastal Management Pro-
Trent Park School gram, through funds provided by the Coastal|Zone Manage-
’ ment Act of 1972, as amended, which is administered by the
. West Craven High School Office of Coastal Zone Management, Nationai Oceanic and ¢
. West Craven Middle School Atmospheric Administration. “ Y
. West Havelock Elementary School Monte Printing Co.. New Bern, NC






